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an argumentative representation.  I take it that our friends know
all about the discussion I had with Bari Sahch.

Tours sincerely.,
From a photostat:: S.N. G478

755,   SPEEQft ON SATYAGRAHA MOVEMENT,
TRICHINQPOLr*
March 25, 1919
FRIENDS,
You will forgive me for not standing to speak to you. I am
physically too weak to do so. You will also forgive me for speaking
to you not in Tamil, but in English. It will give me some plea-
sure if I were to talk to you in Hindi, but it is a misfortune that you
have not yet taken to the study of the national language. As you
are aware, the opportunity is now offered to you of studying that
language free of charge, and I hope that as many of you as you
can will take advantage of the opportunity thus offered* However,
I am on a different mission today*
I was yesterday in Tanjore* I ventured to extend to the com-
munity of Tanjore an invitation which I wish to extend to you
also; but before I do so, I wish to thank you from the bottom of
my heart for the beautiful address, the beautiful casket and the
Tamil address that have been presented to me. As I do not accept
any costly presents, the beautiful casket will go to the trust that has
been formed which contains all the costly presents that I have
ever received in my life, and there, converted into money, it will
be used for some national purpose or other,
You say in the English address that there was a demonstra-
tion in the Transvaal or South Africa of the triumph of the spirit
over matter, Your own belief in the triumph of the spirit over
matter will be shortly put to the test. My invitation to you will
ensure that test. You know the Rowlatt Bills perhaps as much as
I do* I need not explain them. You all want them to be with-
drawn. The Indian councillors in the Imperial Council tried their
best to have this legislation withdrawn* They failed* The Bills are
bad, but this flouting of the unanimous voice of the Indian mem-
bers is worse and it is for you and for me, whose representatives
1 At a public meeting. Dr, T, S* S. Rajan rendered this speech into
Tamil, sentence by sentence*